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P-ROCE-EDI-NGS
10:34 a. m

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So we have a
Fact - Fi ndi ng Hearing next. That is Nei ghborhood
Restaurant Group XI X, LLC t/a To Be Determ ned
| ocated at 1206 W sconsin Avenue, N. W, License
No. 95913, in ANC-2E. And this is with respect
to a license in saf ekeeping. Ckay.

MR. KLINE: Good norning. Andrew
Kline on behalf of the applicant. Seated to ny
|l eft is Mchael Babin, who is the principal of
t he Nei ghbor hood Restaurant G oup. The
Nei ghbor hood Restaurant G oup is the operator of
17 restaurants in Washi ngton and Northern
Virginia.

Depending on timng, which will be
the 18th or the 19th, | know that the Board has
been bringing |icensees who do have licenses in
saf ekeeping in for Fact-Findi ngs.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes.

MR KLINE: | think this one is

pretty straightforward as we are expecting this

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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busi ness to reopen in Cctober. Wrk is well-
underway. | have a copy of the building permt
for renodeling that is being done, which is

al nost done. And the trade nane, yes, was To Be
Determ ne, but I"mjust advised that it is
determ ned and the establishment will be called
The Sovereign. So we will be filing an
appropriate letter requesting approval of that
trade name.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, KLINE: But otherw se, we are
here and this one is noving forward. It should
be pretty straightforward. W're happy to
answer any questions that the Board m ght have.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
Questions by Board Menbers?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN. M. Babin, if
you coul d give us perhaps a |list of sonme of the
restaurants that you currently operate that are
wel | -known to us, so that --

MR. BABIN. Yes.

MEMBER SILVERSTEIN: -- that would -

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. BABIN. Absolutely. So in
Washi ngton, we own and operate Birch & Barl ey
and ChurchKey on 14th Street. The Iron Gate on
N Street. Bluejacket Brewery and The Arsenal
Restaurant in the Yards Park area. And oh, The
Partisan and on -- in the Penn Quarter and two
| ocations for the Red Apron Butcher Shop in GBD,
which is a fried chicken and donut place in

Dupont Circle. Those are our restaurants and we

are also -- we do one | arge annual event every
year that you right renmenber. |It's called
Snal | ygaster. It's actually this com ng

weekend, so we aren't here for that, that's our
group as wel .
MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And this place
is going to be called?
MR. BABIN. Called The Sovereign.
MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Say agai n,
pl ease?
MR. BABIN. The Sovereign. | hope

it is easier to remenber than it is to -- yeah.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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The Sovereign. And it is a Bel gian restaurant
and bar. W are -- it's | think going to be a
really special place. W did a |ot of thinking
about it. W traveled to Bel gium

W are going to be -- we will have a
beer |list, Belgian beer list that | think is --
will be -- I think it will be the best in the
world. You know, in all -- | nean, after being
in Belgium we're going to bring beers to the
States that have really never been served here
before, so it's just pretty -- it's a great
pr oj ect .

The location is down an alley in
Georgetown, so we had to give a |lot of thought
to just to how are we going to overcone that
condition. And so things noved slower than we
woul d have |iked. W are highly incentivized in
our |lease terns to nove qui ckly, but we needed
to take the tinme to nmake good deci si ons that
will serve us well in the long term

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And what is

your best hope of opening? Wat are your --

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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what are the hoops that you still have to junp
t hr ough?

MR BABIN. Well --

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  And what is the
realistic tinme being that you know how t hi ngs
work in this town?

MR. BABIN. Well, we -- what our big
hope was is that we were going to be able to
make maj or inprovenents to the alley itself.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Ch.

MR. BABIN. You know, before we open
the doors. And as the -- it has been a gradual
reveal of the obstacles to making those changes
i n Georgetown especially, so eventually we said
we can't wait any longer. W are just going to
get this place open and then we will fix the
all ey over tine.

The alley is unsightly right now.
It's a state -- it's a city-owed alley. It
does not have through traffic. And there are
all kinds of problens typical to alleys, you

know. There is garbage out there. W have had

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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to deal with how are we going to contain and
enclose that? It's not even ours yet, but there
is an adjoining -- there is another restaurant,
El Centro, that has got |ike six dunpsters out
t here.

W are alleviating that condition.
W wanted to repave it. W still plan on doing
that, that is going to take tine. W are
| ooking at lighting options right now. W' ve
got two | arge gooseneck lights that |[ight the
alley that look |like they should be on the side
of an interstate. And, you know, it's very
unattractive.

So we will probably, unfortunately,
open with that condition, but we are close, |
think, to getting a better solution through the
O d CGeorgetown Board and the ANC, so hopeful ly
soon after opening. But and so that's the only
thing | would say is a little bit of rubber and
what |'mabout to say is that, you know, | think
we m ght get open about October 15th.

If we can cross a couple of hurdles

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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in the neantinme that say maybe we could get the
better lighting in place and, you know, sone

| nprovenents to the alley, let's say, within a
week or two of that, then I'll say let's wait.
Let's wait and open with it right.

If it's another two nonths, then we
are going to say get the place open and we wil|
figure it out |later, because it has been a while
and, as | said, we are paying a price for the
del ays. So --

MR KLINE: So if | could boil that
down, so we are hearing Decenber 1st at the
| atest, at this point.

MR. BABIN. Yes, absolutely, yes.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Ckay.

MEMBER SHORT: Madam Chair?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: M. Short?

MEMBER SHORT: Are you working with
t he Georgetown BID or any of the civic
or gani zati ons?

MR. BABIN. Absolutely, yes.

MEMBER SHORT: The Historical

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Soci ety?

MR. BABIN. Yes. The BID has been
great. The ANC has been supportive. Again, | -
- not having ever done anything in Georget own
and ny architect is fantastic, but he is also a
little green when it conmes to these things, so
t here has been a gradual understanding that has
only peeled the layers of the onion to really
understand the process, which is a different
process than we are used to.

W al so don't have any restaurants -
- | have never done a restaurant where, you
know, the entrance is a city-owned alley. So
it's just a lot of conplicated issues.

W have got our |ighting down the
alley inplicates at |east three different other
owner's buil di ngs, because we have got to nount
it to other people's structures. You know,
there are so nany people involved in this thing
that have to -- we have to satisfy along the
way.

MEMBER SHORT: | would think the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Georgetown BID would really be hel pi ng you out
wi th that.

MR. BABIN. They have been
fantastic. Geat resource, but also just great
advocates, | think, so they are remarkable. A
great organization. | have worked with a | ot of
Bl Ds, they are very inpressive.

MEMBER SHORT: We wi sh you the very
best .

MR. BABIN. Thank you. Appreciate
t hat .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yes, M.

Rodri guez?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Yes. So your

entrance will be an alley. | imagine you are

consi dering, you know, caneras for safety and

security?

MR, BABIN. W are, all of that.
Absol ut el y.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

MR. BABIN. Yes, absolutely. The
alley right now, I nmean, the alley can be a | ot

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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safer. Right nowit's being used for all kinds
of things it shouldn't be used for and the
evidence of that is there to see and snell every
day. So, you know, we are going to nake it a
whol e [ ot better just by adding the lights and
ener gy, the managenent of it happening.

So everybody is excited, everybody
in the community is excited about that,

i ncluding the A d Georget own Board.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: So then you
need a -- is there a need here to extend the
saf ekeepi ng?

MR, KLINE: Yes.

M5. BABI N  Yes.

MR. KLINE: W would request that it
be extended six nonths, which is custonmary,
which will be nore than enough tine.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: | would like to
nove that we do that.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Second.

MEMBER ALBERTI: My | offer a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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friendly amendnent ?

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:  Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | know that the
Agency is trying to get the saf ekeepi ng dates on
t he schedul e of end of March, end of Cctober.

It just make it easy administratively for the

Agency.

MR. KLI NE: Sure.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So | woul d
recommend that we set -- extend this until March

31st of next year.

MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN: W can
certainly set that.

MR BABIN: Is that al nost six
nmont hs?

MR. KLINE: Yes, that's great.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |Is that okay?

MR, KLINE: Yes, that's fine.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. That's ny
friendly amendnent.

MEMBER SHORT: | second that notion.

MEMBER ALBERTI: All right.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Okay. Any
others? Al right. Then the notion has been
seconded to extend the license in saf ekeeping
until March 31, 2016.

Al'l those in favor say aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: All those
opposed? All those abstaining? The notion
passes 6-0-0.

MR. KLINE: Great. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, KLINE: | just want you to know

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Good | uck.

MR. KLINE: -- when he says that
they are going to have the greatest |ist of
Bel gi an beers in the world, he is not Kkidding,
because Bl uej acket is by far the state-of-the-
art brew pub in the country, if not the world.
So rest assured on that point.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.

We'll ook forward to that.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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10:44 a.m)

(202) 234-4433

VR. BABI N:

MR.  KLI NE:

14

Hope to see you there.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

(Wher eupon,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

Washington DC

t he Fact-Fi ndi ng Hearing

in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at
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